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Community Policing in Kansas City
Kansas City is one of the leading cities when it comes to the issue of organized crime and violence. The city has the highest form of violence as compared to other cities in the United States and this has led to various concerns among the residents. The Kansas police have tried several measures in order to curb the vice but this has done little to reduce the rates of crime in the area. The increase in violence and crime led to the development of the community-oriented policing that is meant to protect the residents of Kansas City from harm. The community policing is a program where which the residents cooperate with the police in order to prevent and report cases of violence in a timely manner in order to avoid injuries and harm the residents and the community members at large (Jordan & Hawron, 2015).
The residents of Kansas City interact with the police department and this has seen an increase in the number of cases that are being reported early enough. This has gone a long way in preventing the actual crime from occurring as the perpetrators of violence are caught while in the planning process. Community policing of Kansas uses a strategy in which they have placed social workers at every department patrols division. The hiring of the social workers has contributed greatly to the reduction of crime as they are able to socially interact with the people and police and thus pass critical information that is necessary in the fight against violence and other crimes. The police department seeks to increase even more the number of social workers in order to effectively deal with the problem of organized crime and violence in the city.
The Kansas police department has set up a website and a contact through which the residents can report any form of violence witnessed or any plans of perpetrating crimes in Kansas City. The residents are able to send communication to the website and the contact numbers which assists in the prevention of violence and crime (Fox & Novak, 2018).  The setting up of the contact numbers and website has seen many residents use the platform and there has been a great number of cases that have been reported. This has seen some of the people arrested well before they commit the crime.
Another strategy that has been used is the building of trust among the community members and the police. Most of the community members did not have trust in the police due to the ways in which they carry out their operations but this has improved over the last few years. The residents are able to engage more with the police and this has enabled them to trust them with critical information that assists in the fight against crime. Trust is important for the community and the police to work in harmony and thus reduce the number of violence in the city. The community and the police now share intelligence and this has gone a long way in uncovering criminal plans related to violence even before they happen.
There has also been the abolishment of the community policing positions and the redistribution of the responsibilities to all officers and the people (Ratcliffe, 2016). This is to ensure that everybody is incorporated in the community policing and that no one feels as if it is not their responsibility due to the existence of the positions. The community and the whole department of police are now engaged in the process of combatting crime and this will likely reduce the rate of violence.
 Despite this, the community policing can be improved through the creation of more awareness of the community policing among the Kansas residents. The community members need to be educated on the benefits of interacting with the police in order to reduce the rate of violence and other crimes. The community members also need to stop protecting and hiding criminals. One of the backlashes of the community policing is ineffectiveness on the part of community members to report crimes and criminals to the police department or relevant authorities. This needs to be eliminated. The situation can be improved by educating members and rewarding those who report crimes and criminals. The criminal hiders can also be vindicated to discourage others from repeating the same in future. Any person who commits a crime or engages in violence should be reported in order to stop the suffering of the majority of the population.
There is also the need to increase the patrol officers that are in the streets in order to better deal with the issue of violence. The increase in the number of offices together with the cooperation of the community members will enable the city to efficiently and effectively deal with the vice. Increased patrol can help to discourage [people from committing criminal offenses and engaging in violent crimes because they will know that it will be difficult to escape unpunished.
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